VALENCIA COUNTY
RESOLUTION NO 2021- ‘_—ts

DEMANDING THE STATE RESCIND ITS VACCINE PASSPORTS REQUIREMENT FOR ADMISSION TO
THE NEW MEXICO STATE FAIR AND ITS MASK MANDATE FOR YOUTH LIVESTOCK PRODUCERS

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Valencia County, met upon notice
of a duly published special meeting on August 27, 2021, at 1:00 P.M. in the Valencia County
Administration Building, 444 Luna Avenue, Los Lunas, New Mexico 87031; and,

WHEREAS, NMSA 1978, Section 4-37-1 (1995) provides that Counties have the power
to, “provide for the safety, preserve the health, promote the prosperity and improve the morals,
order, comfort and convenience of any county or its inhabitants”; and

WHEREAS, NMSA, 1978, Section 4-38-18 (1976) provides that a Board of County
Commissioner has the duty and authority “[t]o represent the county and have the care of the county
property and the management of the interest of the county in all cases where no other provision is
made by law; and,

WHEREAS, the fair was first held in October 1881 originally referred to as the Territorial
Fair, it became a State Fair in 1911 in anticipation of New Mexico's upcoming statehood; and,

WHEREAS, the fair was cancelled in 1917 due to World War I and was not re-instated
until 1938 at its current location. The first State Fair in 1938 attracted about 64,000 visitors. By
the 1960s, attendance had grown to over 500,000 annually and the grounds included "83 structures
of varying sizes;” and,

WHEREAS, the New Mexico State Fair has been a favorite gathering place for New
Mexicans to celebrate local food, competition, culture, creativity and our rich agricultural heritage,
the New Mexico State Fair has consistently been in the top 5 ranked fairs in the nation based on
affordability, programming and weather. The New Mexico State Fair is the Biggest Show in New
Mexico, attracting over 500,000 annual attendees; and,

WHEREAS, youth livestock shows at the NM State Fair are an integral part of this State’s
agricultural business and youth development as it builds character, creates discipline, teaches
youth about agriculture and teaches sportsmanship; and,



WHEREAS, youth livestock producers depend on the State Fair as a venue to demonstrate
their capabilities, moreover the funds received are critical to allowing these youth to pay for
college; and

WHEREAS, officials cancelled the 2020 State Fair, for the first time since 1938, due to
the COVID -19 pandemic, the cancellation was devastating to the youth livestock producers; and,

WHEREAS, on August 17, 2021 Secretary of the Department of Health David Scrace
issued a public health order (PHOO in part requiring that persons who are eligible for the COVID-
19 vaccine must show proof of being fully vaccinated to enter the grounds of the state fair which
provides for very limited exceptions; and,

WHEREAS, this newest PHO, implementing a vaccine passport system, will prevent a
large number of producers from being able to participate, even though those producers would
otherwise follow COVID safe practices which have been proven to be effective in halting the
spread; and

WHEREAS, the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) writes that "[i]f a passport
system makes it very easy to ask for and to provide proof of vaccination, it's likely that such
requests will become overused as people get asked for credentials at every turn," "While there
are legitimate circumstances in which people can be asked for proof of vaccination, we don't
want to turn into a checkpoint society that outlasts the danger of COVID and that casually
excludes people without credentials from facilities where vaccine mandates are not highly
justified;” and,

WHEREAS, the State Fair’s passport system demonstrates the practical effect of the
concerns raised by the ACLU; and,

WHEREAS, the World Health Organization (WHO) cautions that requiring children to
wear masks affects their psychosocial needs and development milestones; and,

WHEREAS, the youth livestock shows are in open air environments where masks are not
needed, moreover, masks are antithetical to the psychosocial environment of a junior livestock
show; and,

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Valencia County Board of
Commissioners, demands on behalf of its constituents that Secretary Scrace and Governor Lujan-
Grisham repeal the vaccine passport requirement for entrance to the State Fair in order to maximize
participation in this essential cultural event as the Fair can be a safe environment for all by simply
requiring participants and spectators to follow well established COVID-19 safe practices.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board insists, in the interest of the junior
livestock producers, that the children not be required to wear masks while showing and
participating in livestock events.



PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 27" DAY OF AUGUST 2021.
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
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