Stage of New Mexico
Office of the Secretary of State

About The 2026 Election

New Mexico uses hand-marked paper
ballots without exception.

Your ballot is scanned on an optical scan
tabulator. The paper original is kept.

Before every election, the tabulators run
real paper ballots with a known result to
confirm they count correctly.

Canvass means a formal review of the vote
count. The canvass is run by your local
county clerk’s office.

A new set of staff at the Secretary of
State’s Office reviews the same results
a second time.

These are all good questions. They have real
answers, and none of them are complicated.
Follow along to see how a ballot makes it from
your voting booth to the official election results.

Someone outside of the election process
checks the numbers a third time before they go
to the State Canvass Board to be made official.

After every statewide election, New Mexico
runs a risk-limiting audit. Precincts are picked
at random and those paper ballots are counted
by hand. The hand count is compared to the
machine count.

WHY A PAPER BALLOT MATTERS

Paper lets us check the machines. It also
means we can recount a single race, or an
entire election, if needed.

SCAN TO LEARN MORE



MORE

UESTIONS.

WHO ACTUALLY RUNS THE ELECTION?
ARE THE COUNTING MACHINES CONNECTED TO THE INTERNET?

CAN NONCITIZENS VOTE IN NEW MEXICO?

HOW DO YOU PREVENT SOMEONE FROM VOTING TWICE?

WHY DO THE NUMBERS CHANGE AFTER ELECTION NIGHT?

E E Still have a question? Good!

B  We’ve collected 35 of the most
common voter questions here

Your local County Clerk’s office can answer anything about

o B your specific situation. OR REACH US AT 1-800-477-3632.




